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RHODESIA : DISCRIMINATION PERSISTS 
ANNCR: 

FOUR MONTHS AFTER THE SIGNING OF THE RHODESIAN INTERIM 
AGREEMENT AIMED AT ASSURING MAJORITY RULE BY THE END OF THIS YEAR 
THE PROBLEM OF DISCRIMINATORY LAWS PERSISTS. V.0O.A.'S BOB 
CHANCELLOR HAS BEEN VISITING RHODESIA AND SENT THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT ON THE SUBJECT. 

VOICE: 

IN SALISBURY, A TWENTY-SIX YEAR OLD ASIAN ~~ A HUSBAND AND 
FATHER WHO WAS CONSCRIPTED AND FOUGHT FOR THE RHODESIAN 
GOVERNMENT AGAINST NATIONALIST GUERRILLAS -= COMPLAINED TO 
JOURNALISTS THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN ALLOWED TO BUY A HOUSE IN A 
SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD. HIS PURCHASE WAS BLOCKED 
BY ONE OF A SET OF DISCRIMINATORY LAWS BASED ON RACE WHICH ARE 
STILL IN FORCE IN RHODESIA. 

THE YOUNG ASIAN APPEALED TO A BLACK POLITICAL LEADER 
FOR HELP=-TO A MEMBER OF REVEREND NDABININGI SITHOLE'S ZIMBABWE 
AFRICAN NATIONAL UNIONS--AND HE WAS ADVISED TO TAKE HIS CASE 
TO THE PUBLIC AND TO THE COURT. 

THE OFFICIAL, ZANU AGRICULTURE SECRETARY HERBERT JOSEPH THOMPSON, 
SAID THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT HAS SET TOO SLOW A PACE FOR DIS- 
MANTLING THIS SORT OF DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION WHICH HE DES-~- 
CRIBED AS AN “OBSCENE ANOMALY." UNLESS THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MADE UP OF PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH, BISHOP ABEL MUZOREWA, 
CHIEF JEREMIAH CHIRAU, AND MISTER SITHOLE, CAN GET ALL 
DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATIONS SCRAPPED NOW, MISTER THOMPSON SAID, 
THEY CAN EXPECT NOTHING BUT A REBUFF OF THE SALISBURY AGREEMENT 
FROM THE MASSES. HE SAID THE PEOPLE, MEANING THE TWENTY~TO-ONE 


BLACK MAJORITY OF RHODESIA, ARE IMPATIENT FOR A GENUINE AND 
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UNDILUTED CHANGE. AND THE SITHOLE FOLLOWER ASKED, "HOW CAN YOU 
STOP THE WAR WHEN PIN PRICKS WITHIN THE COUNTRY ARE NOT REMOVED?" 
ANOTHER BLACK OFFICIAL IN RHODESIA, ONE OF THE SIXTEEN 
BLACK MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, USED THAT SAME DESCRIPTION "PIN 
PRICKS" IN DISCUSSING DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION, RONALD 
SADOMBA, LEADER OF A VERY VOCAL BUT VIRTUALLY POWERLESS BLACK 
OPPOSITION IN THE WHITE=RULED PARLIAMENT, SAID THE REAL CAUSE 
OF RHODESIA'S TROUBLES IS RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, IF THE TRAN- 
SITIONAL GOVERNMENT IS TO BE EFFECTIVE, HE SAID, ATTENTION 
MUST BE PAID IMMEDIATELY TO THIS QUESTION, IF THE CAUSES OF 
RESENTMENT ARE STILL THERE, MISTER SADOMBA SAID, THERE IS 
VERY LITTLE REASON FOR THOSE WHO HAVE TAKEN UP WAR TO STOP. 
DESCRIBING THE GUERRILLAS AS FIGHTING A PRACTICAL, NOT A 
THEORETICAL WAR, HE SAID IF THEY SEE PRACTICAL RESULTS, IF THEY 
SEE THEY MIGHT GET SOMETHING GOOD OUT OF THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT, 
THEN THEY MIGHT RESPOND TO A CALL TO LAY DOWN THEIR ARMS AND 
COME HOME, 

ONLY A FEW DAYS AGO, THE FOUR~MEMBER EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
ANNOUNCED THAT IT'S SETTING UP A COMMITTEE OF THREE BLACK AND 
THREE WHITE MINISTERS TO INVESTIGATE WAYS OF REMOVING DIS- 
CRIMINATION, BUT THAT ANNOUNCEMENT WAS DENOUNCED BY TWO OF THE 
ORGANIZATIONS MAKING UP THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. REVEREND SITHOLE'S 
ZANU SAID IT'S EXTRAORDINARY THAT AFTER FOUR MONTHS IN POWER, 
THE GOVERNMENT IS ONLY NOW SETTING UP A COMMITTEE. AND BISHOP 
ABEL MUZOREWA'S UNITED AFRICAN NATIONAL COUNCIL SAID THE 
ORGANIZATION IS FED UP WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S DELAYING TACTICS. 

DESPITE THE APPARENT DESIRES OF AT LEAST TWO OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS, DELAYS OCCUR BECAUSE ALL DECISIONS 
OF THE FOUR=MEMBER COUNCIL HAVE TO BE UNANIMOUS, AND SOME 


POLITICAL OBSERVERS BELIEVE PRIME MINISTER SMITH, FOLLOWING THE 
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WISHES OF HIS WHITE RHODESIAN FRONT PARTY, HAS BEEN THE SOURCE 
OF THOSE DELAYS. BUT EVEN IF THE COUNCIL WERE TO RECOMMEND THE 
REMOVAL OF ALL DISCRIMINATION, THE PARLIAMENT COULD DELAY IT. 
FROM A LEGAL POINT OF VIEW, SINCE ALL THE DISCRIMINATORY LAWS 
WERE ESTABLISHED BY PARLIAMENT, THEY WOULD HAVE TO BE REMOVED 
BY PARLIAMENT. IF A TRUE MAJORITY GOVERNMENT DOES COME TO POWER 
AT THE END OF THIS YEAR IN RHODESIA, IT WOULD BE EXPECTED 

SUCH A GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT PERMIT RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, 
APPARENTLY, THE WHITE SOCIETY WANTS TO WAIT UNTIL THAT TIME 
COMES. BUT THE BLACK SOCIETY WANTS THE LEGISLATION REMOVED NOW. 
SO THE TIMING OF THE REMOVAL OF DISCRIMINATORY LAWS COMES DOWN 
TO A MATTER OF TRUST BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES -- AND THAT IS 

A COMMODITY THAT'S IN SHORT SUPPLY, 


“ps 


